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Dear Parents,

	Welcome back to school and welcome to Accelerated Pre-Kindergarten!  My name is Miss Melisa and I am thrilled to be your child’s Accelerated Pre-K teacher for the 2011- 2012 school year here at B.E.S.T. Learning Center.  I am a New York State certified teacher.  I went to St. Joseph’s College where I obtained degrees in General Education and Special Education for children birth through sixth grade.  Two years ago I completed my Masters Degree in Literacy.  I have been working at B.E.S.T. for 7 years.  This is my fourth year in the Accelerated Program.  Our assistant teacher is Miss Terry.  She has been working at B.E.S.T. since 1992.  Since our class meets every day we will be able to accomplish many great projects and experiments and learn more than the usual Pre-K curriculum.  We will also have computer class and dance & movement/music every day as well as Spanish twice a week.  Our class name is the Fantastic Fish.  I am looking forward to meeting all of you and beginning our year of learning.  
	We will be learning to write and recognize letters as well as their sounds to prepare for reading.  We will begin introducing sight words to fully prepare each child for kindergarten.  This will be done with hands-on activities, art projects, cooking, science experiments, show and tell and many other fun filled activities.
	We will also be learning about mathematics in our class this year.  Topics such as adding & subtracting, money and time will be covered.  This will be done through hands-on activities and projects that we will complete in class.  
	Each child will be assigned a day of the week for show and tell.  On your child’s designated day please help your child choose one item to bring in and share with the class.  The item may be something that relates to the theme of the week, letters or number of the week.  On the first day of school, please send in something for your child to share with the class that symbolizes something you have done this summer and something special about your child.  This is a great ice breaker and a way for us all to learn a little more about each other.  
	Two snacks should be provided for your child.  A healthy snack is preferred with one drink for each snack time.  Morning snacks should consist of fruit, yogurt, granola bars, or muffins. Cookies and chips should be saved for afternoon snack.  Snacks should be placed in a brown paper bag, separate from their lunch bag, and labeled with their name.  For the beginning of the year we ask that you label the morning snack with #1 and the afternoon snack with #2.  This will make it much easier for the children to identify which snack to eat first.  WE ARE A PEANUT FREE CLASSROOM.  NO PEANUT BUTTER OR ANY SNACKS CONTAINING PEANUTS/OR PEANUT BUTTER ARE ALLOWED IN OUR ROOM!
	Enjoy the remainder of your summer.  I look forward to meeting you and your child at our orientation on September 1st in Room 2!   If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to contact me at MissMelisa1020@hotmail.com. I can also be reached by calling the office at B.E.S.T. at 864-4064 and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  Attached you will find our class supply list, if you could please bring these items to orientation and place them in your child’s designated cubby it will help ease the confusion on the first day of school. 

Sincerely,

Miss Melisa and Miss Terry
* Please complete the attached paper and bring it with you on the day of orientation. 
Dear Parent:
	I would like to provide you and your child with a friendship list for our class.  Would you please fill out the following information and return it to me at orientation.  Many of our parents find this information useful to get in touch with each other outside of school.

CHILD’S NAME: _________________________________________________________

CHILD’S ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

CHILD’S PHONE : ________________________________________________________

MOTHER’S FIRST NAME: _________________________________________________

FATHER’S FIRST NAME: __________________________________________________

PARENT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________
(If you do not want your email address for other parents and only for the teacher’s use please specify on the line below.  Please place a line through zeros so the teacher can distinguish zeros from the letter o.)
_______________________________________________________________
I give my permission to allow my child’s home information to appear on the class list.

______________________________________
								(Parent’s Signature)

______________________________________
									(Date)
Fantastic Fish Supply List

· 10 Large Glue Sticks (Elmers® or Scotch®)-more will be needed later in year
· 1 Pair of Fiskars® metal scissors
· 1 Crayola® Watercolor Set
· 24 pk. Of Crayola® Crayons
· 8 or 10 pack of Crayola® Markers (not thin ones)
· 4 pencils sharpened 
· 1 8oz. Bottle of Elmers® Glue
· 2 Bottom Pocket folders (1 yellow and 1 blue)
· 1 Box of tissues
· 3 packages of baby wipes (Unscented ONLY)
· Smock (over-sized t-shirt works best)
· 1 package of white 3x5 index cards
· 2-3 containers of Play-doh 
· 1 Marbled Notebook
· Extra complete change of clothes including underwear and socks labeled in a zip lock bag (to be kept at school)
· 2 individual pictures
· 1 family picture
· Pictures of each individual family member if you have
· $10.00 for 2 green notebooks, supply box, binder, and index card box that I will purchase
· Backpack big enough to hold all of your child’s belongings (Projects and hand-outs will be sent home often and if the backpack is too small many of the projects get ruined.) NO WHEELS ON BACKPACKS- This makes them heavier to carry and can cause tripping hazards.  

**Please label everything with your child’s first and last name and bring the supplies with you on the day of orientation and place them in your child’s cubby.
 Thank You and We Look Forward to Meeting You September 1st!

**For a project within the first two weeks please save your empty 64 ounce orange juice containers.  We will also need empty cereal boxes. We will also be collecting old magazines.  
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